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Aboo-'Eysa had procured above twenty loads of the best
Hasa dates, the genuine Khalas, well packed in oblong rush-
cases, and at the same time he had given order for four hand-
some mantles of Hofhoof manufacture, woven and embroidered
by the most skilful hands. Three very elegant ones were
adapted to the wardrobe of subordinate chiefs ; the fourth,
of extraordinary richness and beauty, seemed to disdain any
shoulders but those of a king. All these articles of luxury and
show were to be put in charge of one of his retainers., and pre-
sented in Aboo-'Eysa's name, three of the robes to an equal
number of chiefs whose domains lay between Eahreyn and
Mascat, and with each robe was to be associated a suitable
number of date-chests, to give additional sweetness to the
present. The fourth and costliest garment, along with a, third
of the fruits of the land, was to find its destination in the
Sultan of 'Oman himself, in acknowledgment of patronage;
afforded our friend on a former occasion. My readers perhaps
know that to offer presents, though without any special or im-
mediate otject, but merely by way of a reminder or rekindler
of good will, is a common proceeding in the East. They have
besides the very general result of a return given on the spot
by the receiver to the bearer, besides an assurance of future
support and countenance when required. The expected fees
were, so calculated Aboo-'Eysa, sufficient to requite his retainer
for the difficulty and dangers of the journey. Meantime I
was to accompany the gifts and their bearer under the scientific
character of a deep-read physician, on the look-out for I know
not what herbs and drugs, which I was to suppose discover-
able in the south-eastern regions ; and when under covert of the,
introduction thus obtained, and the good will likely to ensue, I
had succeeded in sufficiently examining the land and the people,
I was to return with iny bear-leader to Abuo-Shahr, where I
should find Barakat arrived long before with Aboo-'Eywi. For
this latter had about three months to pass at the above-men-
tioned town, while getting his pilgrims together, and preparing
for their journey across Arabia to Mecca.

Barakat, so said Aboo-'Eysa,,, could not safely accompany me ;
much less could he take my place. The scheme was certainly
clever, and may perhaps have a suggestive value for investi-